The corn was stored on a flat rack in the shed and on rainy days they shelled corn. "We had a one-hole corn sheller that ran on an electric motor," Rueber said. "One guy would feed ears into the sheller, and the other guy would weigh it. To get moisture, we'd weigh out 300 grams and put it in little sacks. We took those to Ames where they dried them. Then we'd reweigh them and figure the moisture. In 1981, we got a John Deere 3300 combine. I was in back with a bucket and the scale and the little sacks for moisture samples. I'd catch the grain in a bucket and weigh it. We had a hand-held moisture meter. We'd take the samples into the shop and run them for moisture."
The Northern Research Farm has been the site of numerous experiments related to soil fertility. Rueber remembers working with John Webb, Randy Killorn, as well as current professors Antonio Mallarino and John Sawyer. Many of the Iowa potassium and phosphorus fertilizer recommendations are based on research from the Northern Research Farm conducted by Rueber.
We wish Dave and his wife Carol the best in retirement and thank them for many years of service to agriculture in north central Iowa.
